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Objective: The Joe Larson Merit Award is presented annually at the Collegiate Dairy Evaluation Contest 
to the undergraduate student who best represents the traditions of the Contest. 

General 
Criteria: The awardee will be a mature professional student and one with demonstrated 

leadership skills. 
 
Nomination: To be a success, the Joe Larson Merit Award should be competitive.  The coach 

nominates one student from the undergraduate team members.  The coach’s 
selection shall be based on the student’s potential leadership, decision making 
and problem solving abilities, professional traits, self-confidence and other 
criteria appropriate for the objectives of the award.  The nomination letter must 
be no more than one page. 
 
Also required is a maximum one-page essay written by the nominated student 
describing career intentions and how this sensory training will be career 
enhancing, and benefit the dairy and food industries.  The coach should e-mail 
the student’s name, the nominating letter and the student essay to the 
Contest Secretary, Kate Cantrell, at kcantrell@iafis.org by Wednesday, 
October 1, 2003.  The Contest Secretary will forward the nomination materials to 
the Contest officials in advance of the meeting. 

 
Selection: The final selection will be based on the coach’s recommendation, the student’s 

essay, and the final selection jury’s evaluation.  The results will be announced at 
the Contest Awards Breakfast. 
 
The final selection jury will include contest judges, proctors and superintendents 
as well as IAFIS Foundation Board members.  In the case of a tie, a majority or 
plurality vote will be taken to break the tie.   

 
The Award: The Joe Larson Merit Award of $500 and a plaque will be presented. 
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